OF the Bountifull 


OP THE: 
Manifelted to. His Hand. maid 


Harris, who ftood idle iri the Market-Place, till. 


the Eleventh hour, yet then received her 
Penny, This is that none e might Difpair, 


A Difcovery of her Sufferings thorow her Difobedience and 
Rebellion againft God’s precious Truth, that none 


might prefume, ot harden their hearts in the day of God's 
‘Vititation, 


As Alfo, 
A few Words of Encouragement from Experience, to , any 


who knows the Name of the Lord in the leaft meafure, 


to fear the Lord, and cruft i in his Mercies, 


~ 


Printed in the Year, 1669, 
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eA Declaration of the bountifull Loving- 


kindne/s of the Lord, manifefted to one — 
flood idle in the Market-place till 
“the eleventh hour, yet then received ber 
Penny. This is that none might difpair. 
Allfo, a difcovery of ber Sufferings, throrow 
her difobedience and rebellion again 
Gods precious Truth, that nane might 
pre/ume or harden tbetr hearts inthe day 


of Gods Vifttation, 


Maid, young and beautifull, that often went with her Re- 
fations to che Meetings of the People of God, called 
Quakers, and had a love raifed in her heart coche moft 
precious Truth, and alfo co them who indeed heldit ina 
pure Confcience; yet did not give up to the obedience of faith, bre 
{till lived inthe Cuftoms and tafhions of this Evil World, to che 
wounding and ilifling of the precious Life of lefus Chrift inher, | 
but che fame Love of the Lord that had begotten a tendernefs in 
her, and raifed up aloveto Truth, followed her, and would not 
| fuffer her to fit down in the World without trouble; foralchough — 
" Z fhe was much taken notice of by them who loved vanity, and de- 
jighted in beauty more then vertue, and fhe by this became further _ 
off from fairhfulnefs. yet here fhe malt not take up her reft, forthe 
Lord vifised her with great weaknels, and fhe grewill, and decii- 
ned, and fell into a confumption, and lived in a confuming ftace 
about three years, outward meansand medicines were ufed for her 


| recover 


i 
q 
B 
a 
7 
¥ 
4 
} 
‘ 
\ 
\ 
hy 
7 
— 
~ 
~ 


recovery yet from firft to laft, not any thing that was done to 
her, or forher, did her any good, asthe often declared, but the - 


Rill grew weaker. and weaker, and befides this, fhe had fucli a 


forenefs all over her. poor bones, as hath not been known in fuch 
_ weaknefs, which being taken notice of bya Friend which was near- - 


ly relatedto her, fhe {aid , furely, this is more then ordinary, this is 


_ more immediately the hand of che Lord upon thee,then is ufual,this | 
is the Judgment of the Lord upon thee forthy difobedience; and 
fhe being ina jow condition, confidered the matter, aud the Lord — 


fet it upon her heart, and fhe cried unto the Lord for mercy, (as fhe 


faid, mightily) and ic was fhewed her ene nigh:, that if the did 
not fpeedily repent, and fubmic to Gods precions Truth, fhe fhould © 
_» be fmitten with lamenefs from head to foo: ; then did fhe apply — 


her heart untothe Lord, and. his faichfull Meffengers, (whofe feet 
beautifull upon the Mountain of holinefs, bringing the glad 


tydings of Salvation, unto the weary and heavy laden) faying, J 


have hardened my heart at manya precious Meeting when the Lord 


hath {mitten me, and I have (een plainly the Lord would have ga- 


«thered me, but 1 [aid in my heart, if receive this, if I give up to 
it, Imuft bea Quaker, and 1 cannot be a Quacker , then (faid fhe) 
would I take my heart from attending. upon the ministration of 
Truth, and then my beart became more bard; What {hall Ido (Arid 


fhe) thar now I may receive the fasthfull fayings of the Servams of 


the Lord ?' Ah that my heart were open, but st uw {but and bard , 
when foal I find mercy in this rate! She remained for fome time, 
and grew weaker and weaker in body; and on the firft day fhe 
took her bed, fhe was much under the righteous Judgments of 


Lord, and felthis Word inher heart as a fire; but the Lord 


in Judgment remembred Mercy, and having brought her very 
low, he fhewed her the childs flare, which the with great de- 


light defired 5 and indeed fhe became ag alittle child, fic forthe — 


ringdom of Heaven, 


did the Lord rend the vail, and fhewed her his Glory; 
and the precioufrefs of his pure everlafting Truch, andthe Light — 


_ fhined out of Darknefs, and in ic fhe faw Light, and received 
_ the Knowledge of God (whomto know ts Life Eternal) and hee 


heart was filled with Joy, and her mouth with Praifes, and fhe 


ley for many hours without.the-fence of pain or weaknefs, found: 


ing 
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ing forth the Praifes of the Lord, refufing to take any Cordials, — 
or ought elfe to fuppore the natural {piries; faying, 1 am wel, 1 
feel no pain, Lam full, my Cupransovers 1am filled as with marrow. 
| and fatne/s, I have feen his Glory, and tafted of bis moft precious 
_ Truth, andit {weet unto my taftes Ab, bow precious, bow pure, 
Gods everlafiing Truth, notding fo pare, and they who indeed re-— 


geive. it, are made pure by it, praifed be the Lord who bath made | 


partakers of it, and placed me amongft bis poople: Bleffed God, 
whe hath given me canfe to fing aloud of thy praifes: then Lome 
i about her, fecing her very week, thought it might wear her too - 
much, told her, fhe might praife the Lord in her hearty and bid 
her try if fhe could fleep; but fhe {atd, fhe was well, and needed 
; no fleep, nesther 1 my mouth dry, faidfhe, mor I: faine , but the 
‘was perfwaded to take fomerhing, and fo lay ttill, but after 
time, the faid, Surely, I foould not have been flopt, but I. will now 
etry if Dean fleep, which fhe did fweerly and in the morning faid, 
Although I have flept, yet my heart bath been exctcifed in the praifes 


8. fof the Lord, and that day lay very prectoufly, {peaking to feveral 
dit: perfons as came to vifit her, to their {everal conditions, fhew- 
a ing to fome, who lived in pleafure, her hands, faying, Seebere, — 

the Lord hath made thefe bones bare for.my rebellion, becaufe [would - 


not fubmit to bes moft precious Truth, be bath brought me to the 
duff, and I muft lay down this body as a Sacrifices Uh, do not you 
fland outy it will coft you dear, if ever you find mercy, (and luch like) 
then would fhe: fing praifes to the Lord, and declure much con- 
a cerning the purity of Truth, exhorting all, whowere not made 
Pie partakers of it, fpeedily to embrace it; and much more the faid 
4 which willbetomuchtorelare, 
On the next day, being very weak, and ic was thought the 


" might have departed, fhe called for fome young perfons chat 
—~ were related to her, and fee before them their conditions, 
Clearly in the Light of our Lord Jefus Chrift, warning and 


exhorting them, praying for them, bleffed them in the Spirit | 
of difcerning, which che Lord gave herin the day of his Power; 
ae and when fome Friends came to her thag was in the fafhion of the 
World, fhe wouldfay, har, Friends who know Gods precious T ruth, 
put on their Hoods fi, that ws like me in my other life; Friends, who 
-have received Gods precious Truth need no other adorning, avd having 
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fpoken long in this wife, fhe laid her felf in filence, waiting for her 


diffelution, having faid, 1 font mune eyes and fleep, but fhe lay 
feveral weeks in great weaknefs after this, having her heart exercifed 


Andif the had {poken an unadvifed word, then would fhe cry to 


the Lord, towafh her throughout, and fay, Fudge me, Lord, judge 
with thy great Fudgments let noshing remain inme, or be fpoken 


by me, but what is pure; fearch me throughly: Ab, curfed be that na- 


ture, and that difpoftion, this at firft kept me from recesving Geds 
Truth, cured be that and lying longer then one 


would have chought one fo weak could have layn, taking very little 
of any outward fufienance; fome would fay to her, it may be thou 
recover; , would the lay down this body for my 
rebellion ; in my ober life, if any had aid, foouldrecover, it would for 


alittle time feems to refrefh me 5 and if they had faid, farely, could not 


live long, (or fo) it would caft me downs but now I long for death, I 


mui lay down this bedy , for, {aid the, when I received Gods precions — 
Truth, Ireceived the fentence of deaths And this fhe was very pofie 


tive in allalong, and when fhe was perf{waded to be pajffive in this 


matter; fhe faid, / have indeed caufe enough to defre life now, for 
the Lord hath made me partaker of bes bleffed Truth, andif I liveI — 
know I fhal, bear aTeftimony, afaithfull Teftimany for the Lord, and 
he bath placed me amongft his People; and I fhall have their company, 
this  defirable, but I muft lay down this body great was her love to 


the Lord and his People; and whenthe Servants of the Lord came 


to her, it was fuch a reviving, that fhe had not the fence of her 
we:knefs, her heart being overcome with the Love of che Lord, in 


his Servants, fhelay arejoycing. Often was the affaulted by the 
Enemy, fométimes to defire life, fomeumes with worldly things, 
bur the wouldfay (even in-Gods Authority) Away, Satan, away, 


defi thee in the Namie of the Lord, touch not that which us pure : and. 


one cime, when fhe was under this temptation, a precious Servant of 
the Lord coming to vifithers Ah, (faidthero him) sew the Temp- 
ter flees, be cannot ftand before thee; then after {he bad been thus 
tryed, (he wasufually filled with joy in God, through whom fhe 
had obtained victory ; then would fhe found forth the praifes of 
the Lord. And grew ftill more weak, and fometimes would fay, 
Tamweak, and full of pain, but it below me to complain, and with 
much 
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much patience, and comly behaviour fhe lay; and in the morning 
_ before her departure, fhe called for feveral things to drink, and 


gafped for breath, but faid, I foallmot go fo. And afterwards did, 
as it were, lay her felf forth in filence, waiting for her diffolution; — 
but at the coming in of a good Friend fhe revived, and lived till 


_ Evening, and about half an hour before her departure fhe was taken 
witha very great trembling, and feemed to be fomewhat troubled; 


it was faid by one near her, what’s the matter, what aileft thou? 7 
fear, f2id the, whether it beatrue Spirit, or a Temptation; it was 
faid to her, what meanelt thou ? art thou in any doubt as concerning 


the Truth of.which thou art made partaker? Wo, wo, {aid the, that’s 


Gods pure and Everlafting Truth, the Truth which the People of God, 
called Quakers, are made partakers of, andfor which they {affer that 


that isthe true Spirit, and their God wy God, and 


although I fee st nor wow as Ihave feen it, yet I bring in my teffimony 


that’s the Truth that {hall abide for ever; that’s pure, and nothing 


that is defiled muft be foeltred under it that’s the Truth which enligh- 
rens every man that cometh into the World: The little Seed in me ws be? 
come great, great, great 5 Bleffed be God who bath placed me among his 
People, and I poffe/s. what they poffe(s; and when the Faithfull lie as I 


die, my Portion well beteir Portion; andmy Cup ts full, it runs over, 


over, over: Then fhe breathed a little thicker about the fpace of 
one quarter of an hour, and without groan or figh, or the leaft moe 
tion, fhe fhut her eyes and flept, Glory be to God for ever. 
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Experience,-to any who know the 


Name of the Lord, inthe leaft mea- 
 fure, to Fear the Lord and Truft in 
his Mercies, 


Friends, 


: I’: the Living fence of Gods Love and manifold Mer- 


cies wherewith he hath compaffed me,as one every fide, 
‘ichath beenoften (yea, very often) upon, andin my © 
heart, what thall I render, or wherewith fhall I appear be- 
fore the Lord? And the Anfwer was, atidis, Keep low és 


his Fear, and do thy Duty, declare his Goodne{s, {pread forth 
‘bus Praifes, that they who have not (uch experience of his Mere 
Cy, may by thy Declaration, [peak good of his Name, and be ¢n- 
couraged to fear bins for ever, and truft in his Mercies. . 


Then firft, whofoever thou art chat fhall read thefe lines, 
and haftany hungtings and thirftings begotten in thee after 
Righteou(nefs, fear the Lord and truftin his Mercies, and 
thou fhale be fatisfied ; let the Lord God ot Heaven and 
Eaith be thy fear, and let himbe thy dread; yea, keep in 


the fear of the Lordall theday long, and that will purifie 


thy heart, and make ita fit receptacle for the manifeftation 
of GodsLoveandPower, | 
-Orart chou inaay doubt concerning the Truth, or the 


Way or Maniteftation of it as it now appears; wait thou in 
God’s Fear, and truftin his Mercy, and affuredly che Light 


will 
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(89 
will thine forth, it will arife and expel the Darknefs,. and | 
-difcover co thee the Path of Life,in which the wafaring man, 
- Again, Arcthouim-Gods Eternal Truth, poor, low and. 
little, feeing and knowing little of the myftery of Godli- | 
nefs, having litele faith, love or zeal for God, his Truth and - 
People; yetfayft thou in thy heart, this little is of theright 
kind, and I would not pare with ir for ail the World? 
Well, Friend, be contend with thy Portion, and keep in 
the pure fear of the Lord, wait on him, and troft in his 
Mercies, and he will arife in thee, and increafe thy ftores 
yea, when he hath by his righteous Judgments, as witha 


_ of fmall cogds, whiprouc the Buyers and Sellers ontof 
fe his Temple, and the Houfe is clean, and thon fit for it, the 
time of refrefhment being come, he will affuredly open the 
well {prings ot Life inthec, and fillfull thy Cup with the 
overflowings of his' vertue, and thou fhalt praife his Name 


even fo long as thou abideft in hisfear; forthe Lordisnot — 
a hard Mafter, but he anfwereth the defire of every living 
one; and this my Soul knows right well, lec tim be glori- 
fied forever, who hath given me the defires of my heart, 
fo that I muft praife his Name whilft Ihaveabeing. 
Burart chou now increafed in Divine Subftance, fo that 
thou canft fay, now the eyes of my underftanding is enlight- 
ned, and thofe things which before were hard and dark as to 
me, arenow become plain and eafie. andnowI fee, (not 
oe men like Trees) but inthe Light of the Lord I fee lighe, 
| . notasinaglafs darkly, but now I feeface toface, the fha- 
) dows are over and gone, and now! can {ay my Redeemer 
liveth, and the eye which the Lord hath opened feeth him ; 

yea, and he ftandethlaft upon my Earth ; the Lord my God 

having caft out the trong man that didkeepthe houfeynowhe 

liveth and reigneth in me,and opens even the 
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his everlafting Loving. kindnefs in me 5 ‘yea, be feedeth me 


witb the Bead that cometh down from Heaven that fhall ne- 
~ ver perifh, and I drink and am refrethed, yea, I drink aboun- 


dantly of the River of Pleafure that js at the right: hand of 


the Father; 1 drink of the wine that is well refined new in 
the Kingdom of Heaven; may I not now ficdown, being 


pertected i in thar Love which cafteth out fear ¢ may I not 
now keep holy day in God, being ina ftate above the fear, 


fo much exhorted to ? Ab, Friend, whofoever thou art, 


that (hall chus fay in thy heart, be not high-minded, bur fear, 


and remember chou keep. holy the Sabbath day : Art thou. 


at reft in God, oh, finétifiethe Sabbath day, and keepie 
holy, for thisthe Lord requires; and ftand upon thy watch 
continually, and fear to the end, left afrer all chis thou 


careleis, and the exalted piri eetup, and thou fall 


from thy ftedfaftnefs, and fo lofe thy Crown : Bleffed ishe 
who feareth alwayes. 
Further, are thou in a low wa as to thines of the 


‘Warld, having many depending on thee, and knows noc 


which way toturn thee, as to an “outward livelihood 3 Ah, 


fear rhe Lord, and truft him over a'l, and he chat feeds the 
Ravens, snd. cloathes the Lillies, that can neither fow nor 


fpin, calt thy care upon him, and affuredly thee and thine 
fhallbe fed, For the Earth isthe Lords and the fulne(s thereof , 
its the Lions that fhall want, and fuffer hunger, But they who 


fear the Lord fhal want nothing that w gerd ; this have [ 


feen and known, and this is writ for the encouragement, 


comfort and ftrengthning of them who are of a fearful 
hearts keep in Gods fear, be fairhfall to his requirings, be 
not carefull, but do thy duty, and Heaven and Earth 


fooner pifs away, then the Lord fail to fupp!y thy necefli- 
ties ; yea, He fhallble/s thee in thy Basket, and thy Store, he 


fot be wih thee inthy seins ont, and in thy coming tn, he 
caule 
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caufe all to pro[per shou (ettgft thy hand wmto: yea,he thall blefs 


thy Children withio thee, and he fhall Grown thee with his 


peace, which paffech all underftanding, even in thy daily 


labour, asthou art found waiting upon him; andhe fhall. 


alfo replenith thy hearr, and as thou keepeft thy eyeand heare 
tohim, thou fhalt be frefh and green, bringing forth fruic - 

inthy old age, and thy laft dayes thall be thy beft dayes; 
~ and thus fhallie be with chem who fear the Lord, and faith- 


fully wait upon him ina chearfull diligence, expeéting each 


_. day their daily bread from the hand of the Lord, who giveth 


liberally, and upbraideth net: Oh, my Soul praife thou the 
Lord, (ie the leace of his Love, asd enjoyment of bis Mer- 


cies) anc let ali that is within praife his holy Name, for his 
Mercics ave mantiold, and his compaffion never faileth; 


this day is he Scripture fulfilled, and God is known indeed 
tobe the Fatherro che fatherlefs, and the Husband to the 
widews yea, the Mafter of that Famity which calleth up- 
on his Nzme hath provided all things needfull, fo that it 
may well be faid, What lacked ye? and he hath, yea, God 
himfelf hath recompenced, into the Bofom, even an hun- 
dred fold, whatfoever hathbeen given up, orloft for his 
fake and the Gofpels; furely, furely he hath given good | 
meafure preffed down, and rumning over, of this I and ~ 
mine are living witneffes, and we have no cauleto complain, © 


bur great caufe to praife and magnifiehis Name, and to live 


tohim for everand ever; Let all thy Works praife thee, 
O Lord; So, even fo faith my Soul. 


Mary Forfter. 


‘THE END: 
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